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�the. �&lt;/span&gt; It often prefixes Arabic proper nouns, especially place-nam

es; an example is Al-Jaz�+rah (Arabic:  �The Island �), the name of an interfluv
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n, Al-Balad Al-Ameen, Al-Haram Al-Amen and Umm Al-Qura&lt;/span&gt;. Makkah embr

aces Al-Ka&#39;abah and the Holy Mosque, which influenced the type of constructi
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