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It;div&gt;Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, Iraq&#39;s supreme Shia religious auth

ority, has issued rulings forbidding chess. After the 1979 Islamic revolution, p

laying chess was banned in public in Iran and declared haram, or forbidden, by s

enior clerics because &lt;span&gt;it was associated with gambling&lt;/span&gt;.&
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